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13 CBW INSTURCTIONS )         24 February 

1944  

                    :       OPERATIONS 

NUMBER        55 - 25 )  

 

A I R / S E A  R E S C U E  

 

1.  Groups will assign as least two Wing a/c to carry 

ñDò Channel crystals for air/sea rescue work on mis-

sions.  These a/c will also be equipped with Gee 

boxes.  

     2.  On returning for a mission, if an a/c is seen 

ditching or already in the water, the Group leader will be 

notified on Channel ñAò immediately.  The Group leader 

will use his judgment as to whether it is safe to send 

down an a/c to aid in rescue.  If he considers it safe, he 

will send down an a/c equipped with a ñDò Channel crystal. 

3.  The rescue a/c will circle the ditched a/c at 

4,000    feet.  Emergency IFF will be turned on until the 

rescue a/c leaves the ditched a/c.  Gee fix will be taken 

and called in tofighter Command on Channel ñDò. 

4.  The radio operator will call the assigned MF/DF 

section on trailing wire.  He will send SOS procedure plus 

ñAnother B- 17 ditchedò in the clear and continue transmit-

ting until a receipt is received.  

5.  The rescue a/c will circle ditched a/c only as 

long as  pilot considers it safe to do so.  

     By order of Colonel HUGLIN:  

         M. F. STALDER  

             Lt. Col., Air Corps                                      

         Chief of Staff  

OFFICIAL:  

            William W Veal       W. W. VEAL  

    Lt. Col., Air Corps,   

 

DISTRIBUTION:  ñAò 
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13  CBW  INSTURCTIONS)       24 July 

1944  

                     :  

NUMBER           55 - 9)  

 

OPERATIONS 

 

Safe Landing Loads for B - 17 A/C  

 

1.  B - 17 a/c may be landed safely in a three point posi-

tion with a gross load of 63,000 lbs., and on twowheels 

with a gross load of 55,000 lbs.  

 

     2.  It is recommended that in the event of a cancella-

tion     of a combat mission after take off, that a group 

practice mission be flown for approximately three hours in 

lieu of disposing of bomb loads.  

 

     By order of Colonel WITTAN:  

         W. W. Veal,  

         Lt. Col., W.C.,  

                                     Chief of Staff.  

OFFICIAL:  

           JOSEPH A. MOLLER,  

      Colonel, Air Corps,  

            A.C. of S., A - 3 

 

DISTRIBUTION:  ñAò 
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It is June 6, 1944 é D-Day, and the 390th Bomb Group, 8th Air Force, is in the air together with 12,000 

other allied aircraft.  They fly in support of the courageous troops hitting the Normandy beachhead.  The 

390th will fly three separate missions that day and drop 399,000 pounds of bombs on Nazi defensive 

positions. 

 

For nearly two years the men of the 390th Bomb Group flew into combat against the formidable Nazi 

war machine.  In spite of their terrible losses and the obvious extreme danger they faced, they returned 

to man their aircraft to fly again and again.  More than 300 missions in all.  It was during these heroic 

days that the men of the 390th Bomb Group established their ñlegacy of courageò which we honor and 

remember today.  This is the story that we document at the 390th Memorial Museum.  It is the story we 

tell to the hundreds of people who visit our museum every day. 

 

Under the leadership and financial support of former Group Commander Colonel Joe Moller, veterans 

of World War II built this memorial museum.  For more than twenty-five years, we have explained to 

old and new generations the real history of the war and the truth about the men who sacrificed their 

youth and often their lives so that our freedoms could endure. 

 

In recognition of attaining the Silver Anniversary 

milestone of our historic founding, we have estab-

lished a ñFriends of the Fortressò program.  The 

purpose of this program is to generate public sup-

port from any and all who agree with our purpose 

and would like to participate in our cause. 

 

This is a non-profit 501(c)(3) charitable organiza-

tion.  We depend on public support to maintain the 

fully restored B17G on display in the museum and 

to fund the ongoing research and educational pro-

grams which are the hallmark of our mission.  It is 

important work that we do and we welcome new 

members and donors.      In order to participate or 

to learn more about the 390th Memorial Museum and its programs, please visit our web site at http://

www.390th.org. 

 
The 390th Memorial Museum Foundation                     Phone:  (520) 574-0287  FAX: (520) 574-3030                                                                                       

6000 E. Valencia Road  Tucson, AZ 85756                      E-mail:  director@390th.org 
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�7�R�X�F�K�L�Q�J���+�L�V�W�R�U�\�����7�K�H���&�K�U�R�Q�L�F�O�H���R�I���'�L�[�L�H�¶�V���'�H�O�L�J�K�W 

Part One: The Mission  

 

The Mighty Eighth had heavy casualties in the 22 months of air war: 43,373 young airmen lost 

their lives, 18,000 were wounded, and 26,000 young fliers became Prisoners of War.  This is the 

story of one crew. 

 

�´�,���W�K�R�U�R�X�J�K�O�\���H�Q�M�R�\�H�G���E�H�L�Q�J���D�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�H�G���Z�L�W�K���P�\���F�U�H�Z���µ���Z�U�R�W�H���7�R�P���5�D�P�V�H�\���������´�:�H���K�D�G���V�R�P�H���J�U�H�D�W��
times together in El Paso and other stops before and during our flight overseas.  We were all very 

much individuals coming from different areas of the United States.  Dick Chapple and Ross Purdy 

were from Michigan.  Wally Oldham and Howard Leach were from California.  Carl Dunn was from 

West Virginia, Bill Charlton from Pennsylvania, Pat Tooley from Louisiana, Ralph Kalberloh from 

Missouri, and I was from Indiana.  As a bomber crew, we were an informal lot and generally dis-

�P�L�V�V�H�G���W�K�H���P�L�O�L�W�D�U�\���P�D�W�W�H�U���R�I���U�D�Q�N���µ�� 

 

It was 3:30 AM, February 3, 1945, when an orderly entered the barracks, turning on the overhead 

light and blowing his whistle.  It was his thankless duty to awaken the crews scheduled to fly that 

day.  The sleepy men could hear the distant sound of the big engines as the ground crews began 

pre-flighting the aircraft.  

 

�´�:�H���K�X�U�U�L�H�G�O�\���G�U�H�V�V�H�G���µ���V�D�L�G���+�R�Z�D�U�G���/�H�D�F�K�����´�D�Q�G���P�D�G�H���R�X�U���Z�D�\���L�Q���W�K�H���G�L�P���O�L�J�K�W���W�R���W�K�H���P�H�V�V���K�D�O�O��
�I�R�U���W�K�H�������������E�U�H�D�N�I�D�V�W�������)�O�L�J�K�W���F�U�H�Z�V���Z�H�U�H���J�L�Y�H�Q���I�U�H�V�K���H�J�J�V���L�Q���S�O�D�F�H���R�I���W�K�H���X�V�X�D�O�O�\���S�R�Z�G�H�U�H�G���H�J�J�V���µ����
This was not a common practice at all bases. More than one veteran from other groups has said 

they rarely saw fresh eggs. 

 

After breakfast Leach headed to the briefing building with Pilot Waldo Oldham, Co-Pilot Carl Dunn, 

and Navigator Ross Purdy to gather with the officers of 38 crews to fly that day.  It would be a most 

�G�U�D�P�D�W�L�F�� �G�D�\�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�L�U�� �O�L�Y�H�V�� �D�V�� �W�K�H�� �R�I�I�L�F�H�U�V�� �R�I�� �'�L�[�L�H�·�V�� �'�H�O�L�J�K�W���Q�H�U�Y�R�X�V�O�\�� �D�Z�D�L�W�H�G�� �W�K�H�� �D�S�S�H�D�U�D�Q�F�H�� �R�I��
the Briefing Officers.   

 

�%�R�P�E�D�U�G�L�H�U�� �/�H�D�F�K���� �U�H�P�H�P�E�H�U�V�� �L�W�� �W�K�L�V�� �Z�D�\���� �� �´�$�� �F�X�U�W�D�L�Q�� �Z�D�V�� �G�U�D�S�H�G�� �R�Y�H�U�� �R�Q�H�� �F�R�U�Q�H�U�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �U�R�R�P����
�F�R�Q�F�H�D�O�L�Q�J���W�K�H���W�D�U�J�H�W���I�R�U���W�K�H���G�D�\�·�V���P�L�V�V�L�R�Q������ �7�K�H�U�H���Z�D�V���O�L�W�W�O�H���W�D�O�N�����7�K�H���Y�H�W�H�U�D�Q���F�U�H�Z�V���Z�K�R���K�D�G���D�W��
tended other such briefings were obviously nervous.  For some it was to be their last mission, and 

�W�K�H�Q���W�K�H�\���Z�R�X�O�G���U�H�W�X�U�Q���W�R���W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H�V�������$�O�O���W�K�H�\���Q�H�H�G�H�G���Z�D�V���D���´�P�L�O�N���U�X�Q�µ���W�R���E�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H�P���V�D�I�H�O�\���K�R�P�H������
They remembered the December 31 Hamburg raid and missing 109 comrades.  Our crew was too 

green to grasp the tension in that room. 

 

�´�6�R�P�H�R�Q�H���\�H�O�O�H�G�����¶�$�W�W�H�Q�W�L�R�Q���·���E�U�L�Q�J�L�Q�J���X�V���W�R���R�X�U���I�H�H�W���D�V���&�R�O�����-�H�I�I�U�H�\�����&�R�P�P�D�Q�G�L�Q�J���2�I�I�L�F�H�U�����7�K�R�P�D�V��
S.) entered the room followed by other officers involved in the briefing, including Majors Crosby 

(Group Navigator, Harry H.) and Ventriss (Group Bombardier, Don).  Without any hesitancy he an-

�Q�R�X�Q�F�H�G���� �¶�*�H�Q�W�O�H�P�H�Q���� �W�K�H�� �W�D�U�J�H�W�� �L�V�� �%�H�U�O�L�Q���·�� �7�K�H�� �F�X�U�W�D�L�Q�� �Z�D�V�� �G�U�D�Z�Q�� �E�D�F�N���� �U�H�Y�H�D�O�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �P�L�V�V�L�R�Q��
�U�R�X�W�H�������7�K�H�U�H���Z�D�V���D���Y�R�L�F�H���L�Q���W�K�H���E�D�F�N���W�K�D�W���V�D�L�G�����¶�2�K���P�\���J�R�G���·�µ���� 

 


