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10 July 1943 We 1eft THORPE-ABBOTS at 1700 hours, 10 July 1943, to bomb LE BOURGH,

THOHFE-ABECTS Becatns of héavy oferodst éi bontie were not drbpred. We werd miving to-the
seconddry “darget when Felltw<nossd MW L90's atticked, | M"nuﬂsqfi'm&‘wml

caught firé anl was Fellthored, = 16 ‘evade the fighters and get to'eloud’ “
gover we went infio & power dive) " Mhe clowd cover was' lower {Hdn we' thuughﬁ

| &nt &t 15000 Pact T give ‘the order o BT Gut, ~The ‘sgifser lad Junpsd o
already, affer salvoifg the bombE, The IFY and Bembsight had been das-
troyed whem I left th.e planer at 3000 feet, I 'balim only the pilot was
lefttin ~tiu: plhne, '
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1 landed at 1000 ‘Hours, in=a wheat {ileld and removed my flying equip=
ment immefiately. There were no'woods in sight end I didn't consider the~
wheat fields algood flace to'ltide, Abross‘s #hed low wzm;, ‘ab ot “100 yards |
avay, T aaw o thicket & thern Bushes and riy there o hide my chute ‘@nd
Mie Wegt, I Pollowsd €he grédual rise of the slope dlmost to the hilifep-
befigre erawling’ "m‘t‘o&F small 'Blish-thickst, Back'at the scene & ufy Ilﬂ&ing,
I saw several peadents FakAfig Ehrough ‘e wheat fields; lookirg for me.
Tha_:,r ddn't search very long and abmt fifteen minutes later the Germsns
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s arvived., [pefecombed the wheat fields, walking sbout twenty feet apart,
STIYAN SEARDY They must heve lmown exactly where I parachuted because they paid particular
attention $0 that area. One searcher walked between me and the hiding

place af my chute. After thirty minutes they moved it of my sight. I
fell agleep for about five hours.

From my niding place I could see a large wood several miles in the’
distance, Thinking it safe now, if T'used caution, I walked disgonally
down the’ slope tovard the floor of the velley whete a line opessed a rail-
road track. Eather then go at onoe doross the tracks I ocrept wp to the
‘edge’ of the embanlmnt. When I peeréd over oitd the trai an armed German’
soldier was stenfing about ten Peet away; Itokirg up at me, He sedd some

T B thing, in Gernan, which I didn't widerstand so I made no answer. He
TR motioned me, with his rifle, to put up my hsnds and when I had gottem down
to where he stood he pointed down the tracks, moticming me to go ahead.

Y .

/- o get énto the tracks we hal to o up & five-foot esbankmemt of Pine
cinders and grevel. As I'started wp I slipped and fell but elasbered on up
‘to the tracks. I heard the German slip also and glansing aréund sew that has
Had Pallen. Though hisni #iPle’ s1111 wae in one hand it had dropped 6 the -
gravels Impulsivaly, I kKoked out at himas hird as’ I could end ciught =
him urder the"chin, He sprawled 'ch His back and whehi I saw he wan uwnoon~ -
scious I started running. Lt '

' At the top of the embankment on the opposite side of the tymcks I
AT stusbled across & small drainage ditch, covered over with small thick brushs
! I went back for the Germen and fAragged Bim into this ditch. It was half-
fillediwl th ‘mter and if he was not already desd he would have drewned in
the diteh. i '

I ren, ‘thin, for obuut a mile balore I resshed a two-acre tract of
woods, I ‘didn't stép there but went ¢n in the general direction of the
largerwood,! I startéd to-pass a f481d of haystacks bt seeing they were
~ stacken bundles of hay T wetit to' aia, pulled out seversl of the supporting
sheat's; " cféwled in, and' pulled the bumdles back in place to cover ma,
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| Afhedl esting the Horlick's avd chocolate tablets, I fell aslewp.
At dusk I awoke and left my hdding place to find food. I was given food
at o farmhoube ‘on ‘the sdge of a mmall village but the Parmer motionsd me
i to leaye'efter I hod eaten, I meant to return €6 the haystack but as I
)= approsched It saw, in the still twilight, someons ailhiouétded af the
! ' other enid of the field, I walked down the road. A Frénch peasant, T was
' sbout to pass, stopped me and asked, with motlons, if T werd not English,
SRERg fpanes I answered, yes, and showed him the uniform bensath my coverdils., He led
. me into the small Wood through which I had run eariier in the day, After
taking my coveralls dnd cutting amay the shoulder straps and insignia from
my £leld jacket, he told me to wait for his return. Very somm afterward
he took e to & main highyey where we joined two of his friends.

By now it had grown dark. I saw that we were walldng through the small
village where I had managed to get food, I thoupht we were going to a hiuse
I bad understood from my helpers that they had basn German priscusrs o
war but were releandd to work in the Tiklds, Bafore I realized it we were
at the gate of a camp enolosusé, My compenionsa pulled a drunken act mmd
after ome had BN dipass he slipped it behind his back to me, I flashed
it to the guard and follomed my friends to their hut, They kept me hidden
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in the mrwmm@tam&ta{ﬂmﬁcywroumw send me to
PARIS for identity pepers. While I was in this canmp I never completely wmdsp
atood what kind of oamp it was or the regulations of the place., There
seamed to be certain haurs during which the oecupants hed to show passes and
other heurs when they could move in and out freely. At daylight, 12 July,

I was told that I was to be taken to PARTS by train that day., We went to
the gats to leave the enclosurs but were stopped by & Germen sentry. Not
having the corredt pass we had to stay In the camp untll Ssveral hours

later when we walked out the gate without belng questicned.

We had missed the train to PARIS so I was taken to a house about a mile
from the camp. The groumd-floor was & German officers' mess but the up- .
stairs belengad to friends of my compsnions. I slept thers that wight and
lef't for PARIS with one of these friends early the next morning. I was
wearing & peir of blue trousers, my tan officera' shirt amd a French spart
Jacket,

The tdckets to PARIS were bought with money from my Escape Purse, When
the trein got to ROUEN, ny companion and I changed to the FARTS train, Be-
fore it was dus to laa:u he told me to walt, he would be back in a mament,

I thought ks was going to the lavatory.

He never returned. I went on to PARIS elonme. Back at the house where
I apent the night I had gotten rid of everything exoept dog-tags, wiber
bottle, insignia end compass. I had been given sandwiches and now about
LOO franes were left from my 2000,

The train arrived in the BT LAZARY Station, PARIS, &t 1100 hours. I
kept ay tlcket ready, got intoc the crowd going out the gate and walled into
the street without difficulty. I started looking for a photo shop, beacawms
I bad nome, but could only find one and it was £illed with German soldisrs.
By 1400 hours I still didn't know what to do. I occuldn't £ind the slums
section whare I thaught I sdght be able to ayprosch some me £ help. I
saw a lot of American bars and after locking one over carefully I went
in, thinding I might find & barman who spoke English, The one I chose had
a man stending in the door and no ome: nround, After I got in I saw & sign
that seemsd to be advertising a drink and I asked for that, The barman
locked pussled snd asked mo somsthing, I nodded, He fixed soms kind of &
diink for me, I told him then who I was snd that (. help, He ctuld
Q;Ilk words of English snd af'ter telling me o, there, cames back i

with a man vho could speak English, Lrenqiea my siery agaim

'nﬁﬂu ¢ {He men wanted to help but thay were scared, Finally they said

the only thing to do was leave PARIS as quickly as possible; They told me
I was on the north side and gave gensral direotdioms to follow. I keph my

compass in my hand end started south. Opoe, two y.pplq tz-ind to ask

rsu.ruo'd.anh but I shook my head and walled on. I found ihe main ki ghway to
gq.;nliqn,q it whélg.-.sﬁll inthe outskirts of PATIS an elderly
. and aske

o, . I shook y he Pir
s;pnk.e in, mg}.ish t;llin.g,_him m_i&iﬁg i %?w%ﬂﬁgm ::‘ém

By htea..ﬁm'nnm I was in the country. A€ a one-roam famhouse =
I got food and a bed of hay was fixed for me on the porch., The next
morning I wnt!-nuﬁ'l zmww,mmm I kent my water bottls £illed
.ﬁ the i -I h&ihqen given befare .gl:ﬂ:qg tn}iﬁ'
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given food but the people would not let me stay. At one farwhouse they
pretenied net to wmdaratm'u‘l what I wanied and moltl oned, threateningly, for
me to leave, At 1700 hours I found & ledy whe, after lookimg &t my

blisters, said I could & in the 'ﬂ r I was hidden I fell .
a.q.‘r.acp but was m'n.kmd at EDBD by anot r lady who fed mo &nd treated
oy bl isters. ‘

The next merning she awakened me again and this time Esa two Prenchmen
with her. They asked me to dress and follow thomn. I was teken in a
truck to a house in a small villsge. Par. seven weeks from 15 July to &
September, I lived in this house while my. friend urged me to be patient
untdl he made n.rrmanmn.tn far my journey.
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l. The following information hss been cbtained after an interview
with an Officer who evaded capture by the enemy, nfter being in enemy-
ocoupled territory.

2. Purther clrculation of this informatien may be mads, M'
doing so, no informetion as to the source may be divulged.

Statement of information covering period from 10 July 1943
to 22 September 1943

¢33« At HIVILIE, near LI HAVEE, a few German medium tanks were scen
parked under trees in farmyards. 10 July 1943

428« Approximately 10 Idlometers south of ETAMFES there is & training
field. On 25 July there were 135 twin-engine planes and 10 single
engine planes based at the field. By the middle of August 100 of
thease planes had been moved to ITALY. Only twin engine planes are
left on the field. Their propellors revolve in opposite dirsctions
and they have a single tail. (hearsay)

#3s French source statad that 35 submarines were in the submarine yards
at LA PATLICE on 1 September 1943.



