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<2PT 47 os 7 \We'left THORPE ABBOTS aboit 0600 hours 3 Septenber 1943 4o bomb an
alroraft depot in PARIS, France. Due to the mthar our whole group went fo1
the pecondary target which was an airfield near PARIS.

On approaching the target we were attacked by fighters and there
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were geveral hits back near the walst., 8gt BROWN was wounded snd

AT Ta o
right after this wo were alsoc hit by flak. Our navigator gave the order
to bale sut. I got up out of the ball turret snd had s great desl of
trouble getting out of 4t as it had been hit and at the time we were in
a steep dive, The radioc operator, Sgh WRIGHT, and I tried to get out of
the walst door, It had been hit by flak and we could mot opem it.
3 Ab thin time Sgh WRIGHT foll to the floor and I noticed one of the
”;;:-: - waist gunners whom I do not believe had been hit wes sitting on tha floor,

The other weist gunner, who had been ;rolmdad. oame back and fell on top
- of ne.. 1 tried to get him off as the plane was on fire and the fire was
nnming back towards us. 1 was shm'iﬁg against the alde of the fuselage
whon all of a sudden, the whols side fall off and the wounded walst gunner
and T wert out ell tangled up together. Fortunately we both had our
chutes on, We separated in the air end I immediately pulled excmy rip cord.
4s the chuts opened my shoes came off. I had left the plane at about
18,000 foet. ALfter my ohute opensd I mew sither tiree or four other
chutes. I alse saw our plane explode in the air, .
T landed in an epen field and in lapding hit the beck ef my hesd #hich
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ErASIe o dased me. I noticed en enemy plane buszing me, so I laid atill, After Ke
Lleft I tock off my chute and hid 1t along with my helmet and heated gloves
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under some new-mown hay. I then went into a fiald where I had -saan one of
our chutes coms down, When I got close to it I saw that it was Sgt BROWN
but I -ulao saw gome German <oldiers rumning toward him. 8o I mlaﬂ_'_l
back in a thickst and hd. I sew them ple-bla-up-and carry him away,

T had heard that the Germans would not come into the woods after you, so
I e:mnledlhadk f short distance and went to sleep. I stayed thers until
about 1900 hours, .

I then started walking, First, however, D opened my perse, looked
at the paps and tock out the compass. I had left my escape kit in the
plane. Aa I started to walk away I saw & man in a field, sc I went over
to the edge of the woods and whistled, He csme over to me. I explained
who I wns and asked for help, H# pointed to a little village and said
there were good French there, I walked in the direction of the village
and as 1 cpproéahad it came to a group of men who were erscting a building,
I stopped a short distance away snd whistled, One of the men came over,
After explaining to him who I was he put sie in a chioken houss and I stayed
thars 'ant.ii.thoy all left. It was very uneomfortable, so 1 went to a barn
clageby and spent the night hiding in some baled hay. I covered my
stocking feot with loose hay. '

The next morning the workers ceme back, with them a young boy who
came toward the barm. I whistled at him, but he was apparently frightened
and left. After mbout fifteen minutes a man came and leoked in the barn
and finally cums on in. I told him who I was and he said to atay there,
He left and returned shortly with another man, fThey wers both Italisns
but kept saying "Comrade,” They went off and returned with food and
clothing for me.

One said he was gring to PARIS and take me with him, However, He
looked at my face which was badly burned and that seemed to worry him

& great deal, 'mlﬁﬁ"m to follow him and we left about 1700 heours.
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We walked about a mile and a half and then a man came along in a plek-up
truek and took us to & suburb of PARIS. We caught a train from herd
I bad come down about 35 miles east of PARIS. -

After about 15 minutes we changed trains. Then after a short rids
we got off and went to the man's house, I spent the night there., The

next dsy a lady came and the rest of my journey was arranged for me.



