E&E 275 — Edward W. Fontaine

—E

SEQRET =~ AVFIINAN
MOST SR0STT — BERITTSI

HEAD 1A RTERS
FUROPEAN THEATED OF CPEATIONS
P/ arid X Detaclisent
Military Intelligence Service

B ¥ IREFORT NE. 2

TRRSHP—FEITE, 15 a5
TV ASION 11t FRANCE ! Ay

18 Decenber 1943

Edward W FONTATNE, 5/8gt, 31172594 VIar 16 Seplember 1943
50 Bﬂ‘lh Sguadron 100 Bomb G-r'nu A g-A et T el
3 quadror, g w&.ﬂ i ), Y
AgE: 26 years arlvesl ie A
Lengtn of Service: 17 monbha LN
Home Address: 2 Hillside Avenue Arpived fn URY
EST WARTIZE, R. I, 1% December 1943

TTHTREAS OF Grl:  (This infomation checked with PIIE)

PILOT 0=798862 247 LE Arbhur M VETD LRI 260 —
CO=PILOT 0-T41943 2d Lt Doneld Glenn SIITU HIA PN
NAVICATOR O0-73494L 2d Lt Vendell & MeCONMAHA LA

BOLRWRDIER 0-T6542 24 Lt James 9 SORUTH T WATRAL ACUNTRY
RACIC OPETNTOR 23237317 T/Sght  John i WAGHT AL 250~

TOP TURRRNT AUMNER. 35333880 1T/8pt Orvall PARSCUS HIA

BALL TURRET GUNNER 31172594 S/dgt Edward W FONTAINE NARRATOR

MATST GUHNLER 32560807 S/Sgt  Ldward I DALY UIk

WATST GUHNER 16073581 S8/Spt  fobert C TRICO 1IA

TALL GUMNER 37461810 8/5gF Tarren O LUSH IN NEUTRAT QCUNTHY

PARTS -
15 SEPTMIRCR
1943

TAKES“OVER
WAIST CUN

BATTS OUT
AT 10,000 £t

We left fommticn over the target and 1 realized that something must
have gone wrong. As Boon as we were alone the [ighters cane in.to attack
usj most of them came in ot & o'elock. The lLall gunner did a lot of
firing.q: Egt_LUSH' stbpped firifg and I didn't hear anything from the
walst guns; 1 was puszled, because I conld still see the enemy aireraft
ecning in to the attack. I switched my bturret sround, opered the door,
and looked up, The left walst gunner was kdelkdng out Lhe escape hateh
whlle the radlo operaber, tep turreb, and ripght wale gunners were waiting
with thelr chutes on. I declded my inter-com must have been shot out, so I
came up oub of my turret. I put on iy chute and then took over one of the
1d18 walst guns. + must have been busy Ilring for another ten minutes
after that. A plece of metal from some part of the plane blew pust and
cut my hand, but 1t wae nothing smerious. T/Sgt VASIKMR went back to the
radio room, but he turned righl around and came back to the walst. e
apcke Lo 5/8gt DALY who jumped, yelling at me as he left: "It1l see
you in FATIS.! T/Sght WARNER and 5/S5gt LUSH Juuped right after hlu. The
assistant ergineer came pack Lo the waist and I asked him if the kale-out
order Had been given. e said "Wes", so I jumped, we must Have been flying
at. 10,000 fest at the time.

At 8,000 feet, i opened my chute. I saw our aircraft in the distance
and it turned around, then it dissapeared in a cloud. < could see thres
chutes beside my own, bub they were net nenr me. The chubted seened slow
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in opening, when L pulled the rip-cord. T slipped my hand into the

the ‘ease te help it slong, and the silk belloved out; there was ho Jerk
as it opened. T smoked a cigarette and looked about me, I was over
Tarm lend. I knew T was going to roll up my thute amd run the minute

I hit the ground, but =side from thal 1 Had no plare made when 1 lanted
on my fesl between twe stariled cows. T wadded my chite into a tight
pack mrnd hid it dn the tall grass. Then L started to rud.

I stopped running after 100 yards because it was gulle dark. 1 Hid in
the tall grass, and locked toward my hidden ehute. Two people wallied up
to 4t, but it was inpossible to tell whether they were soldlers or
plvilians. I stayed still and as everything was gquieb.I spent the night
where I was. 1 lay there fitfully sleeping and smoking and did not open
my escape kit.

At 0730 hours the mext . day - T moved and hid beside 4 rsbatk to
study my waps. A young boy called to me and Lhen come over. He wis
earrying civilian clothes into which I imnedately changed. Then we
went off to gel bread and coffee. 1 speak French se we land no trouble
whatsoever in understandilip one wmottier. He told ne that there were no
Germans in the vicinity, bub that He ecould do no more for me, as his was
a4 poor family without cortacts.

I started on a compass course south loward PARIS inbending to continue
on to Spain. I walked thrpugh the fields and kept off the rouds. I came
te a small village and walked through it without belng spoken to, although
everyone stared at me. Vhen I got Lo Lhe end of thie village 4 turned back
and went Lo a house where 1 had seen & couple werking, e had beun told
at base by our l.0. that we should spot & likely place for help and tlen
go back to it later. I think this, zs it Jater turned out, was one of the
moet, useful things that I wae taught. I asked the couple far weber, The
man said their water was nob very good., His wife then told him to give
me beer. He filled my rubber waler bottle with it, and then as he handed
it back he locked al me and langhed, saying: “Anericens 1like their heer,
don't they?" I left him then ond wallked two miles down the road to another

small village,
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T could see larse building in the villnge so I was afraid to go any
further. I thought the Dermans might be uslng them as factories. T lay in
the sun by a rayetack waiting for nighi-fall. Two vwomen csms by ina
cart. One of then asked me if T worked in the Tields. T answered no. She
said: "Are you the American?" Yhen I said "Yes! she teld me ko ceome with
her. I was taken down the road te a farmhonsesThat night a man and woman,
to whom my helpers had pliened, came and pieked me up. I thenlearndd how
averyone knew about me.

Just after ! received the beer and started down tHe rond, the Mernan
patrols started to look for me. The soldiers went te the licuse L had just
left, but the man and wife sald that tliey had seen nho strungers that day.
Later, however; a friend of the couple camée by. The man who had given me
tlie beer sald: "Oh your should have been by sarlier — you ceuld have seen
an Ameriecan avistorl" The vilsiting felend Lwediately declded to help ne.
fie searchied Lhe higiweys for me wlithout luck. as a matier of fact I saw
him, but not knewing who he was, hid behind a haystack. He Lold seversl
peaple, whom he kbew, aboul me. e asked Lham, Lf they should find me,
te hold neg unbil he could contact ma. This ls Just whal happened, the
two: women saw me and kept me for him $111 night.

Ny snterprialng friend took me to a hane vwhers I speril ninteen
unevantful doys: At the ond of this tive Ehe pest of my Jeurney was
arranged.
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ATTENDIX "EY T0 § AND E REPCRT NO. 275

1. The following informntlion his been obbalned In an Irberview with a
sergsant who' evaded ecaptive by the epemy after belng in enwny eccupied territory.

2. Turther cireulatlon of this information mey be made, bub in Lhab esse
it is dmportant net to divulpe rtis s _aboub the source.

Statenent of information covering the peried from 16 “September 1943
to 18 Negember 1943

& The anti-aireraft juns were moved from the FUAUTATS aipfield to
OHIIL in early Cetober. Slngle and two engloe flztters were also
trangferved, (Hearsay 4 Cetmber 1747)

be  Theve is an ansunltlon dimp In the Chaotilly foresh. It is constantly
suppdled wibh monundtdon for ecanon. (Hearsay 4 Uctober 1943)

@. German soldiers have bought oub most of the eivilian clothes 1n north
Pfrance.  (Hesrsay)

de  There is an aireraff motor repuir shop at TCILOUSE. Approximately 600
people are esployed. They work én [igliter=plane motora, The favtory
works at night. The factory Is In the pouthern part of tlie towm on the
rue de docteur Jean Arlean. (Obsorvation (=15 Qobober 1943)

e. There is & big training fleld pesr TOULOUSE. Beaber orews and fichter
pilots are trained heére in day and nighit flying.

f. 11 the Freneh are waiting for the Lavasicn. In p liouse, not coonwched
with resistahee orgondzation, 30 to 35 boxes of sun-powder were ohsurved.
Troy were stored in the dttie until needed.

£+ The Dermans ransacked Lhe houses evacuated during the f21l of France. The
sinks were stopped up and the taps left punning. A1l eged on hend wers
smashad agninst the wall. Purnitire was slashed and ths chair lers were
sawn of f. {Hearsay and Observation - Oclhober.)



