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]11_’1.‘5 hesvy flak being poured up at us we made three runs on

the target. Two fighters wers ssen and oellkd out ’fmt they did Wef
attack our element. As far as we know there mwsms no damage to

the aireraft when we lsft FRANKFURT to return to Base. Xx We aens

m&n—oroa:x FRANCE when the Navigator said that we were off

gourse to the extent that his maps did not cover the srea over

ost oF GAS which we were flying. Our fuel tanks wers reading zero &3 we had

frepare To
CRABHAAND

SouTH OF

CAEN

to let down. Other ships were kaving formation as we dropped dx
through elouds to find th-t we were o-er water, There was land 1w
shead of us, Tthe navigator asked for a'q,m' but every atation
tried was busy. T the pilot sald vhea—that 1t d1dn3% me tter
because km we were going to crashland, We thm ught we were coming
down in England until tracers from mechine gun fire werse seen off
the wing.

After the crew had taken cr&shlndﬁ:nsitionsin the radio room,
the pilot made a beauntiful belly landing. Prsviﬁua to this a1l
extra weight had been thrown out of the .13}111:-‘J but the secret eguipment
had not been destroyed, Within a few seconds Frenchmen =ppeared
from all direotions. The order was given immediately for all
sequipment to be destroyed. During the m xt fifteen minutes each
man was busy with hls own job, T the Bomb.ardi-.ar oonld speak some
French and .11‘. was he who learned that we were a few kilometers
south of CAEN, There were no Germans in the immediate viwl nity
but they would be there before long,the French sald., When we
offered our heavy flylng equipment to the Frehohmen they w uldn't
take it, The Bombardier opened several chutes and drapped them
nver‘ the engine nacelles, but the plane would not eatoh fire. idh!
French were motioning us ell this time to leave guickly and leswe

them to destroy the plans,



'ﬁ:le pilot told us to split up anyway wewanted, We got ;
g:a:m 5:3“ averrth;:;a we needed out fha plane, changed into GI and 1ow'§‘sut
ComP™™  ghoes, drew straws to wax decide hmwxwexwswit with whom we wonuld
traveland, then held a last minute oonference to oreient ourselves
before shoosing the best direction for travel. A '_:.-wn.gh:ﬁty hed
brought overall maps of France to the plane wi th him}anﬂ,lartsr
studying thes®the navigator sald tixwxxidxh that we s ould go
southeast. The pilot end navigator walked s uth scross the field
and then changed their dirsction so that they were walking north.
The copllot and bombardier followed a minute later in a general
southeast direction. {égta Crippen, Shandor and Edwards wers
;ﬁ;ﬁ,ﬁf&ibahin& thnm}bnt at ;ha other end of the fleld,when we stmrted
B TAREES southeast with Sgt Mesinski. M&Mﬂ‘iooﬂed and hilly
m our small groups we quiockly lost sight of sasch other.
We were dressed in light smmmer flying jeckets, flying
coveralls and green fatigues, For warmth we h&& kept on our
bluegheated sults beneath the coveralls, ;aak
In leaving the field we st pped to Eyxmkxkm a Frenchman
for eivilian elothing. He hesitated and appeared to be thinking

-1t over. We noticed that he glanced at his o mpanions hafore
as b Cloths *
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i he told us to get on our way. Had we not spoken to him in front
of other Frenchmen it is possible that he would have helped us.
The Frenchmen with him and all others in the f1eld werestill
yelling at us to run. .

We erossed some fences and ran through several fields
with the other three sergeants not yet out of sight. To give
them a chance so that we would not all be clustered together,
we crawled into some bushes and got out owr maps, While

disoussing the situation the bombardier and copllot stumbled
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upon us, There was another hasty gwmdiy farewell and goodluck
spoken with them before they went on southeast. We stayed in
the bushes a little lomg er making our plans. We decided to stay
together as long as possible, walk southsast’, and look for help
> wal k Wehad hesmd ot nonp Thef
along the way. If negessary we wouldf‘ta Spain because,it had been
done. Leaving the bushes,we filled our waberbottles, checksd our
compasses and started welking.
The character of the countryside msde it easy to I8 ep under

cover. Tor several hours we followed hedges, linss of tress

anl walked through dense undergrowth until arriving on the outskirts
of a small village, Wanting food and clothes we decided to lie low in the
vicini;;:r of this village until we found someone to help us., We had found a

a small cart road leading into this quiet village and were watching 1% when

g woman came out of the village walking toward & smell isolated farmhouse,
We went up to her and sald that we were Americans. She was startled but

not frightened or merientily; and motioned us to follow her home,af'ter she
understood that we were hungry., She had eivilian clothing for only one of

us = Giles, becsuse he was shout the size of her ﬁ son, After she hed
given us food we thanked her, offered her money which she wouldn't take, and
left. She said thers were no Germans in thet immediate vieinity,

From her house we went ints the fielda, ate the food she had given ud,
and walked along looking for a plece to slsep, l-'i;; found some stacks of fodder
to make our Bmes beds in for the night. Giles had not put on his civilian
clothes apd-deeided againet—34 because we felt thet it mede us look more
conspicuous than we were in our flying coveralls. We discussed going on that

mx decided sgainst it bectase of darkness

night, but
and the possiblity of running into night patrods and curfew., During this night
we heard the dound:of exploding emgunition and decided that our plane had

been set efire by the Franch,
























