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Te ran into accurate flak ai 28000 on our way to target. Our number 4wo
_;é't::g'in.e was knocked ocut and we fell out of formtion, Four ¥e 109's attacked at

» . - ¥ qaI B
6 o'clock out of the sun. The tail seotion was damnged and the aircraft began

HR_ ~ _ o el Apterthe second Piphter mttack the donker o BN NE Wvas on fire and
G b1

ol ESF —Mmmmt.—maum—ﬁﬂ-b— the- bemb-baywhen the order 4o bale

out was g:uren. The bombardier had ovened the borb-bay doors but I went out

through the front escape hatch after the pilot, copilot and navigator had already

Jumped, %
Dedlaying my jump from 6000 feet 50 1000 Feat Ipulled the Tipcord because
B Cehtd W & saw that T vies getting near the ground, Ty helmet had been Blown off in Hhe _T

-—stip!tremﬂ“ﬁad—h:&d"uc—mm'ra":mtmmg the ground” ﬁhﬁrﬁmrrmin'g‘rinm—__
—I-fell MMM—MWWWEMM&M_

and the plane was diving and st&lling,- diving and stalling, still on fire.

I landed in & field al'nou.. thlr'br 7 yerds “ru:h." a hm;se. G thering in the chute,

I ran dovn a country lane stopping ‘)nlg{ :Ln.lnm :.-ro\._,n te stuff the chute into a

hole end cover it with 1eewes. Tlmn—: Were no Fr.enhhmn in sight. I ran Lmt:i_l :

—_—

I got into & wood before s].uwing dow: to o fast walk, In the wood I came w0 a

o vy SHETTING Ent avolled x OoloTs eV T P tnately, ted semn before—eumlﬂg‘“ ==
o
weab

——— ——the clearing, I had done nothing arout my uniform whih was ﬂ;ﬁn,g_,;&ckat,_uuck._.._ i

flying boots. I had not hzd ti:.pe to g ;,et my G, I. ahocs aut oi' tb.e pl&ne.

I MLM in any chozen direction so vwhen I came to a wobded

hillsiﬂe owere& mth ‘t: ety 'h*.J,ah x cra.wled nt.u a thicket ta rest for the

rem&iu'ier of the day. There jere Pecple worling in the fields but I could not

fimd u.u;:’w-u;ﬁ_rm akores—Ix thefistance; several Smes T eard COrS PESE O & rodd———

Jij.w— oyl I did not dnvestizate.  igout 2 tdle suay thers was a swell village, llo.me ==t

came Invo the woods 81l day.

A"‘ u.us;{ I nln'ﬂd al-:mg 1:-1r-.- eﬁ&c of the open fields, keeping well withing

the cover of the woods. [T-as not Loing in any porticular direction but




locking for soweone from whom I could get advice. In approschi g & farchouse I
watohed a furmer driving his. teom of horses in from the ﬁelzia.du!.‘;::.‘rent to a shed
ed I moved smsand closer so that I could Féphti.a vwhen he came out. In ‘daing tI‘;iE"
I almost ran into snother wan crossing the field and this secared be back into the
wood long enocugh to miss the farper. Later I went back into the field and found
a waterhole from which I drank.

I was vallking off through the fields vhen I hesrd a wagon epprosching and
waiting for it, I spoke to the famer, In fhe darinsss it'vas difficult to get

cigaredts
him to understand me and, using my/lighter,I showed him my Fpench phrase card,
It scemed he could not help me in any vay but he pointed out a direction vhen I
enguired the safest wey to go. In amsling ebout. the G.rmans he pointed to my lighter
ard then to a lighted house and from that I Fuwdged thought he mucst be saying that
Ge mans were billeted there. j
oA

Iwalled awey in the direction heead pointed outqand stayed in the ficlds
during the early hours of the evenin., I was heocog Fﬁ.‘:’.‘."_lllg little progress because
of su many hedges and tell wire fences. F:'Lnﬂ.'ﬂr: cﬁ;:ze onto a secondary rc}:'x-i nd
followed *bl-'}ti: until mmx around 0300 hours, Sgveral times I crmvled into ditches
when ears and motorcycles passed, The swall villages I pussed through were quiet
and.there was no disturbance whien I went th.rounn them.

m&'{’t and cheyed gm.’hﬁ“'ﬂ: the early “aylight hours,
Iu;sb ba.okﬁchfl e]lr.%‘s ond several hours after sun-up I decided to go back inte
hlﬁ:r.ng. There were no haystacks,perhaps because I h::'r‘! resched the cutskirts of

a small village, I crept up o the rear of a shed and sat in the weeds all day.

S8 Qccasionelly T weeerd the ocoupants of a house I was sratehing,come in and g0 oul,

bt ‘t'hey never came near gnough for me o atiract their attention witnou.. enlling
out’ and tha‘t’- I was afra.id to do. AT noon I cte Sl rore tablets from 1;.-1& Mds
Boxt.

fpout mid-sfternocdn an old lady came near the fence where I was hidden and

I waved to her. Yhen she came over I used the phrasc book to ask her if she could

e e e et e i il PP



=ent bask in the
house to bring out another doman who undlerstood who I -sas. T was Talken in the

Qied fest Douse, fed and allowed to rest there until late evenlag when & men camedo see e,
Awp BED
He ‘&4 not S —is=aevrery help LLl and, tmﬂ.uh fri LnﬂI,, e only worried
at oy pz"sence there, I as given food and a b.d for the night.

At 0630 hours the foﬁmrmg worming I wos & m:,nv:a i‘ed., given a few odds aJ:ui

tnds of clothing, elso soue £00d in @ package and To1d o Teave. It 7as SEill |

— T was Jusk setiing dnio the streets when my coumge xam failed and T turmed back
%o get into the fields and woods, . idn! i for i

=~ people who stared at me,ssd

: |
before T realized I s right back in the middle of the village again. This time

pees A T sta50d on the main rord and mlied through several susller villages before

Beok, . - Faich phomac. ;
b1¢+l\ﬂf stopping a men 7o was rriving elong in & cart, I usch Iy, DOOK again to ASK TOT I
|

help=nd he “rove meto hiz—house-inthecart to-sive me some-foods—I Addn't stay

———writh him yery long

—— e

Afier leaving this man T alked for he rest of‘ the day without speaking to

s.nytrne else, A Io'c oft ki L:\, .Lr*ng furing {'he af'terncon vas in fJ.el"s and

wooded arcas 'but I had no plan aharut it, otm—r then to aamid as many peq_:le and

crowded ﬂrﬁﬂ-s as possible. .if ter m dark T alked into e large towm

— before I could-hide. —She-was -Qﬂghtemi -and while I was- ftrying- to e:@}a;‘..n 4o her-

— & men open out of the house and motioncd me to leave without waiting to hear what
r

I was trying to tell them. I :rent on,ami: stnpped_a. AT o 8 cycle,and vas directed

to & church. I apprca.ched the priest who was very f:ﬂ.ghtunaﬁ. and wanted not’mng

to do with me though he gave me food 'bef'ore I left him. I walked out of the towm

after that experience and slept in the fields for several hours,

i

Being too uncomfcr"able to sty there all tight I walked Tof UmtIT TEacing
T aig-tomabout midnipht. ‘:')isu&uz@gad by-my-exoerience in the other town I thought






